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Uncontrolled soil erosion is a major concern in North 
Carolina because of its effect on the en vi ron ment.  
In 1973 the General Assembly passed the North 
Carolina Sedimentation Pollution Control Act requir-
ing anyone involved in land-dis turb ing ac tiv i ties to 
take special precautions to reduce soil erosion and 
prevent sedimentation damage to waterways and 
property.
The law includes four mandatory stan dards:

- prior plan approval
- slope sta bi li za tion
- establishment of a groundcover 
- stream buffer zones

An erosion control plan for disturbances larger than 
one acre must be fi led with the state at least 30 days 
prior to beginning the land disturbing activity and
must be approved before the land-disturbing activity 
can begin.  Failure to fi le an erosion control plan or 
to follow an approved plan can result in fi nes up to 
$5000 per day.  Willful non com pli ance is considered 
a Class 2 misdemeanor punishable by a fi ne of up 
to $5000.  An injunction or stopwork order may also 
be issue.

      Sediment is the number one pol lut ant, 
by vol ume, in North Carolina. Sed i ment 
can quickly fi ll rivers, lakes and res er -
voirs, re duc ing fish pop u la tions and 
stor age ca pac i ties of mu nic i pal water 
sup plies. 
      Treating drinking water that is high in 
sed i ment increases the cost of treat ment, 
which ultimately is passed on to you-the 
con sum er. Erosion and sed i men ta tion can 
be signifi cantly re duced when erosion and 
sedimentation control prac tic es are used 
on construction sites.
 

       Land-disturbing activities for  
construction are pri ma ry caus es 
of accelerated ero sion in North 
Caro li na. The rate of ero sion can 
vary from al most noth ing on lands 
where good con ser va tion prac tic es 
are used to over 100 tons of soil per 
acre per year on some poor ly man-
 aged ar eas.
       Many contractors and de vel -
op ers have found that erosion con-
 trol is a good investment.  If ero sion 
is al lowed to occur after site work 
is com plet ed, it is very ex pen sive 
to re grade the site and re move the 
sed i ment from dam aged ar eas.

The Facts:

✓	 Sedimentation destroys wildlife habitat.

✓ Sediment fi lls lakes and streams used for
    power generation, increasing the cost of
    electric power.

✓	Sediment covers the food source for fi sh 
    and other aquatic wildlife. 

✓	Sediment reduces property values.

✓	Sediment can carry harmful chemicals
    and pollutants. 

✓	Soil erosion removes the most valuable soils
    needed to grow plants and food.

✓	Soil erosion removes soil that cannot be
    replaced for generations.



REASONS

Why
You Should
Control
Erosion 
On Your
Construction
Site

  

The Land Quality Section  
Regional Offi ces  

The Division of Land Resources - Land Qual i ty 
Section maintains a staff of en gi neers, 

geologists and technicians across the state
 to assist you in com ply ing with erosion and 

sedimentation control re quire ments. Why
You Should
Control
Erosion 
On Your
Construction
Site

Asheville: 
2090 US Highway 70 
Swannanoa, NC 28778 
(828) 296-4500               

Fayetteville: 
225 Green St. Suite 714 
Fayetteville, NC 28301
 (910) 486-1541 

Mooresville: 
919 N. Main St. 
Mooresville, NC 28115 
(704) 633-1699               

Washington: 
943 Washington Square Mall
Washington, NC 27889 
(252) 946-6481

Winston-Salem: 

585 Waughtown St. 
Winston-Salem, NC 27107 
(336) 771-4600                

Wilmington: 
127 Cardinal St. Ext.
Wilmington, NC 28405 
(910) 395-3900

Raleigh: 
3800 Barrett Dr. 
Raleigh, NC 27609 
(919) 571-4700               

Raleigh Central: 
1612 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1612
(919) 733-4574

2000 copies of this public document were printed at a cost of 
$234.05 or 0.12 per copy.

The following manuals, 
publications  and other re sourc es 

are avail able through the 
Land Qual i ty Sec tion Ad min is tra tive offi ce

 in Ra leigh:  

The North Caro li na Erosion and Sediment  
Control Planning and Design Manual  

The North Caro li na Erosion and Sediment  
Control Field Man u al  

The North Carolina Erosion and Sed i ment  
Control Inspector’s Guide  

The North Caro li na Erosion and Sediment  

Control Prac tic es: Video Modules   

Other ed u ca tion al pro grams  with in 
the Land Quality Sec tion:  

The Erosion Patrol 3rd Grade 
Curriculum Supplement 

The Muddy Water Essay Contest for High  
School Stu dents  

College Intern Program 

Erosion and Sedimentation
 Control Seminars  

Visit our Web Site at: www.dlr.enr.state.nc.us 
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